Standard Grade Expressive Essay Guide – Framework
1. Start with an introduction saying why people might paint a portrait – use your notes from class to help. [about half a side]
Example first lines:


People have painted portraits over the years to record what a person looked like, but also to show what a person was actually like.  Painting someone is different to taking their photograph – you can explore their personality or show the feelings you have towards them.


I have been studying portraits by the artists ……………. and ……………..  One was painted recently, while the other was painted 200 years ago.  I will look at how artists from different times painted portraits, comparing and contrasting their styles and methods.

Artists sometimes paint people in different ways in order to reveal their personalities or to show how important or famous they were.  Two artists who have painted portraits in different ways are ………………….. and ……………………..  I will discuss their portraits of ………………. and ………………………..
2.  Explore your first portrait using the notes you have made using the question guide.  Make sure you give evidence from the painting where you can. Include some information about the style of art the painter belongs to, or a bit of information about the painter to get a higher mark.[about 1 side]

For example:


Picasso has used strong vibrant colours in his portrait of Marie-Therese Walter.  You can see that the greens on her blouse and the reds in her hair contrast violently, making his portrait seem strangely aggressive.


Raphael has used soft tones on the flesh and clothing to make this woman seem gentle and kind.  His use of soft tones can especially be seen where her right arm rests on her lap.  These tones are also used in the background.


Andy Warhol has used a famous photograph of Marilyn Monroe and repeated it over and over again.  Half of the repeated images are in bright pink and yellow, while the other half are in black and white.  The Marilyns on the left seem bright, happy and full of hope, while the black and white images seem a bit sad and lonely.  The actress had died soon after the photos were taken, so Warhol is perhaps commenting on how a movie star is also a human being.
3.  Now explore your second portrait using the question sheet as before. Include some information about the style of art the painter belongs to, or a bit of information about the painter to get a higher mark.[about 1 side]
4.  Put your two portraits side by side, then compare and contrast them.


This is where you will get the most marks. [about 1 side]


Use the compare and contrast writing frames to help you get started.


Use the question sheets again to help you – it might feel like repetition, but you should look at them again using several of the questions.

For example: 

Compare their use of colour, line, tone, texture, shape, form and composition:


Picasso has concentrated on showing his wife’s personality through using strong, vibrant colours such as turquoise, crimson and yellow.  In contrast, Rembrandt has painted himself in a much more calm and relaxed way, using browns and deep, dark, warm reds.


Picasso uses sharp, jagged, diagonal lines maybe to suggest that his feelings towards his wife were confused, or even violent.  Rembrandt uses very few lines and lets the edges of his face fade into the gloomy background.

5.  End with a conclusion [one paragraph]:


Explain how your study of these portraits will help your own painting – what have you learnt about that might help you paint better?


What was most interesting about these artists and their portraits?


Have they given you any ideas about a portrait you would like to paint?  Maybe you would want one of the artists to paint your portrait (or not?!)?

