The ‘Spotty’ Chair and The ‘Sacco’ Chair
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   In this essay I am going to look at two chair designs, the Spotty chair and the Sacco chair. I will also look at how these designs were part of a major change in culture at this time.  

   The ‘Spotty chair’ was designed by Peter Murdoch in 1963. It was designed for children and aimed at the mass market, therefore it had to be made quickly and cheaply. As a result of this he decided it was to be made out of laminated paperboard, which was then coated in polythene. 

  The design of the ‘Spotty’ chair was simple, as was the pattern, making it easy to manufacture. It only came in two colour combinations: white and blue spots and white with red spots. Perhaps its simplicity was the reason for its great success.

   Manufacturing it with cardboard made it easily disposable.  The cost to buy one was low, meaning that it was easily replaced. When purchased it was in a flat pack, with the folds pre-scored onto the seat, ready for the consumer to assemble. All that had to be done at home was to fold the lines and then the seat was ready!  It was also easily unfolded and stored away, without taking up too much room. This made it ideal for travelling and for picnics.
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  The design was not only novel, it was also very clever. The fact that he managed to fold paper in such a way that it could support a child’s weight was ingenious. However, it would not have been the most comfortable of seats because of the choice of material. Cardboard would not be very pleasant to sit on for a long period of time, but it does have a back support. The chair was not very robust either, only designed to lasting for a maximum of 6 months.

  It was, however, part of the revolution in the Sixties.  People were beginning to revolt against the strictness of society. They were moving away from a time of power and formality to a more relaxed era, which included the establishment of the hippies. This change in society was reflected in the designs from this time. The intricate designs from Victorian era, which were handmade and likely to last more [image: image3.wmf]than a lifetime, were becoming less popular and more relaxed designs were beginning to emerge. The use of straight edges and curves were becoming popular, with artists pushing the boundaries and trying out new innovations for example the paper chair.  There was also a change in art as Psychedelic designs and patterns were introduced.  Music lost the rock and roll image of the fifties as the focus was now on pop music. It was in 1963 that the BBC acknowledged the pop culture by starting Radio 1. The first pop record played on air was Flowers in the Rain by The Move, a typical example of sixties pop music.

[image: image4.png]


  Items were now being thrown away when they didn’t look good or when they went out of fashion. This was because of designs like the spotty chair which were cheap to buy and easy to dispose of. The ‘Spotty’ chair succeeded in becoming an icon of 60’s design by being disposable, novel and incredibly unique. Murdoch was the first to design a throw away paper chair. He also helped start the craze for individual and exciting chair design, which could be affordably replaced. Even today it creates a huge amount of interest when discussed mainly due to the fact that it is made out of paper: which I believe is the primary reason for its success.

  The ‘Sacco’ chair, more commonly know as the ‘bean bag,’ was designed by Piero Gatti, Cesare Paolini and Franco Teodora, in 1968. It took several redesigns before it finally was a success. The design was completely different to all other chairs of its time; it had no support for the body and was much closer to the ground. They were originally going to use PVC filled with liquid but this was no use as it was too heavy and the PVC was not strong enough. They decided instead to make it out of fabric and fill it with polystyrene balls. This made it lighter and therefore easier to move about. For the material they used bright colours, but after some time the fabric would wear, letting the balls spill out; this was the main problem with the design.

  It was definitely a more casual and relaxed way of sitting that they were promoting. It was an exciting and completely new concept of living therefore was aimed at the younger generation. The ‘Sacco’ design was flexible and could be moulded into whatever position the person sitting on it wanted. However there was no good support for the back and it could become uncomfortable after sitting on it for a long period of time.
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   It was the first mass-produced beanbag furniture. It was cheap to make and the material and design were very suitable for mass production.

  They were also unbelievably practical. They could easily be stored and moved in comparison to the furniture of that time. They were also great for lounging on or just sitting, some even say they were comfortable enough to sleep on.

  The reason that they are still cool and successful today, is because it is a timeless design and it is a blank canvas that any fashion can make its mark on.

  These two products are both extremely important in the history of chair design and both convey the same message. To the eye they look as though you could not get two designs of chair that were further apart. The ‘Spotty’: very hard, uncomfortable, cheap and slightly fragile; the ‘Sacco’: soft, reasonably comfortable, robust and more expensive. Of the two designs I prefer the ‘Spotty’ chair as it is more innovative, but it is the ‘Sacco’ that has survived, and can still be bought today in various shapes and sizes. I particularly like the simplicity of both these designs and I aim for their originality and creativity in my work. They show that there are no rules as to what material has to be used and how a finished product should look. The designs have taught me to experiment with fresh and unique ideas.

  The two chairs do not seem in the slightest bit similar, but they were. Both were out to make more of a statement and to change the way we think, than provide the ultimate in chair design and comfort. These chairs were both somewhat of a novelty and neither was entirely practical. They were both mass-produced and helped steer Britain, as well as other countries, away from ‘time consuming’ production towards mass production. They are both very expressive, both challenging what we think. When discussed a chair made out of paper sounds silly and impossible but in reality it worked. It was fun and helped capture the imagination. The cost was also very low and people began questioning why they paid so much for other chairs when they could pay less and get a more modern chair that they could replace more frequently. The ‘Sacco’ chair also seemed impractical and basic, having no support or structure, but it also proved otherwise and is still popular today. 

 Thus showing that it is not always the most complex or detailed designs that are the best, it is the simple ones, the ones like these, that make a statement about a specific period, which people will remember and admire.
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